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Article 15

Settlement of disputes

1 Where a dispute arises between two or more States Parties regarding the interpretation or application of this
Convention, they shall seek to resolve their dispute, in the first instance, through negotiation, enquiry, mediation,
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means
of their choice.

2 If no settlement is possible within a reasonable period of time not exceeding twelve months after one State
Party has notified another that a dispute exists between them, the provisions relating to the settlement of disputes
set out in Part XV of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, shall apply mutatis mutandis,
whether or not the States party to the dispute are also States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, 1982.

3 Any procedure chosen by a State Party to this Convention and to the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, 1982, pursuant to Article 287 of the latter, shall apply to the settlement of disputes under this article,
unless that State Party, when ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or at any time
thereafter, chooses another procedure pursuant to Article 287 for the purpose of the settlement of disputes arising
out of this Convention.

4 A State Party to this Convention which is not a Party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
1982, when ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention or at any time thereafter shall be free to
choose, by means of a written declaration, one or more of the means set out in Article 287, paragraph 1, of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, for the purpose of settlement of disputes under this
Article. Article 287 shall apply to such a declaration, as well as to any dispute to which such State is party, which is
not covered by a declaration in force. For the purpose of conciliation and arbitration, in accordance with Annexes
V and VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, such State shall be entitled to nominate
conciliators and arbitrators to be included in the lists referred to in Annex V, Article 2, and Annex VII, Article 2, for
the settlement of disputes arising out of this Convention.

5 A declaration made under paragraphs 3 and 4 shall be deposited with the Secretary-General, who shall transmit
copies thereof to the States Parties.
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